
Blogging While Brown is now accepting applications to serve on the Programming 
Committee for the 2014 Blogging While Brown Conference.  The To apply, please 
answer the twelve questions at the end of this announcement. You can send you 
answers to bloggingwhilebrown@gmail.com. The committee will be comprised of 3 - 5 
members. The 2014 Conference takes place June 27-28, 2014 in New York, NY.

Deadline

 Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis until the committee is filled. The first 
round of applications will be reviewed on Monday, September 9th. 

Qualifications

You must have previously attended a Blogging While Brown conference. 

The ideal Programming Committee member will be able to work collaboratively with 
fellow committee members in a manner that is consistent with the stated goals and 
vision of the conferenceʼs founding principles. Blogging While Brown prefers that 
Programming Committee members have some experience in event organizing with an 
emphasis on dealing with speakers.  

The Programming Committee is inappropriate for someone who wants to be a speaker 
during the 2014 conference. While having a wide network of social media experts is an 
asset, Committee members must honor the inclusive vision of the conferenceʼs founding 
principles. 

Duties

The Programming Committee will also be responsible for:

- Organizing and promoting the Call for Ideas. This includes developing 
the timeline for the Call for Ideas submission, selection and 
announcement of selected sessions.

- Verifying speakersʼ credentials and qualifications
- Gathering information from all speakers for publication in the conference    
   program book, website and speaker spotlights. 
- Identifying and recruiting keynote session speakers. 
- Identifying and assigning session moderators.
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- Regulating the conference schedule during the conference to make sure 
that sessions run on-time.

-Arranging the conference schedule and breakout sessions.
-Making conference session room assignments. 
- Obtaining speaker agreements from all speakers.
- Verifying that all speakers have registered for the conference.
- Providing the “Run of Show” and technical requirements for each 

conference session to the venue audio visual staff. 
- Conducting speaker orientation calls. 

Conferenceʼs Founding Vision on Programming

Blogging While Brown is a blogging conference. And while attendees may have a 
myriad of backgrounds and interests, BWB is not a journalism conference. It is not a 
business conference. It is not a general technology conference. It is not a political 
conference. It is not a celebrity conference.  It is a social media conference and every 
panel and session must have some direct tie to social media. Blogging While Brown is 
proud of its incredibly diverse speaker lineup and is dedicated to highlighting the 
expertise and brilliance of Black bloggers and social media influentials. 

The conference program must include continuing blogger education panels that focus 
on the technical aspects of blogging. The conference program must be balanced 
between the varied interests of attendees including, but not limited to monetization, 
sustainability, activism, community building, writing and brand building.  In addition, the 
conference program  must balance sessions generated from the Call for Ideas, 
sponsored sessions and invited keynote sessions. 

Application

• Provide your full name and contact information and answer the following questions. 
You can include the text of your answers in an email and send the email to 
bloggingwhilebrown@gmail.com. We prefer to have your answers in the body of an 
email as opposed to an attachment. 

• USE THE SUBJECT LINE “Programming Committee Application” so your email 
can be automatically placed in the appropriate mail folder. Once we receive your 
email, you will receive a short reply verifying that weʼve received your email.

1. List the Blogging While Brown conferences you have attended?

2. Do you love or like Blogging While Brown? If so, what do you love or like about it?
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3. Blogging While Brown believes in “Win-Win” collaborations. Please review a 
summary of Stephen Coveyʼs 7 Habits of Highly Effective People and explain why 
serving on the Programming Committee is a “Win” for you.

4. What makes you uniquely suited to serve on the Programming Committee? Donʼt be 
shy about what you bring to the table. 

5. Please take time now to pause and review your schedule for the next 9 months are 
there any anticipated major events in your personal or professional life which might 
interfere with your ability to serve on the Programming Committee? If so, how do you 
plan to manage the competition for your time?

6. How much time do you think will be required to serve on the Programming 
Committee? Describe how you envision fitting the time commitments of the 
Programming Committee into your schedule. 

7. If selected, what will be the vision you will attempt to carry out on the Programming 
Committee?

8. Describe your experience with dealing with leaders who have both strong opinions 
and strong personalities.

9. Describe your experience with dealing with co-workers or peers who have both 
strong opinions and strong personalities.

10.Describe your experience with dealing with high-maintenance speakers, leaders, 
publicists or support staff. 

11.How comfortable are you with telling people “NO”?

12.The conference founder is a devotee of the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.  You 
donʼt have to read the book, a summary will do (Google it!). Please list the 7 Habits 
of Highly Effective People and in a sentence or two, explain what each means to 
you.

Perks

In addition to molding the program of the 2014 Blogging While Brown Conference, each 
Programming Committee member will receive ONE pass to the Business of Blogging 
Pre-Conference, One Blogging While Brown Conference badge and FOUR conference 
wristbands. Committee members will also be able to select volunteers for the 
Committee that will also receive Blogging While Brown Conference badges. 


